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The First Church 
Controversy Among the 


Amish in America 
C. Z. Mast 


sy 1820 John Burkholder, a Mennonite 
emigrant from Switzerland, had arrived 
in Lancaster County where he waited the 
arrival of more of his kin from overseas. 
Having concluded to make the Kishaco- 
quillas Valley, Mifflin County, Pennsyl- 
vania, his first abode in the New World, 
John Burkholder applied for membership 
with the Amish of that area. Upon this 
application they requested him to be re- 
baptized, to which he conscientiously 
could not submit. Finally Burkholder 
with his party from Switzerland traveled 
across the Allegheny Mountains and 
across the western border of Pennsyl- 
vania into the Ohio country where he 
found other Swiss brethren in the county 
of Wayne. Here he became affiliated 
with the Amish church which is now 
known as the Oak Grove Mennonite 
Church, near Smithville. 

Having now found brethren who had 
extended their utmost courtesy by ad- 
mitting him and his friends into their 
congregation, they became permanent 
residents of the Smithville vicinity. 
Nevertheless the report of this kind re- 
ception reached the Amish ministers in 
the Kishacoquillas Valley, which they 
disapproved. They immediately sent a 
letter to Bishop David Zook, who was 
then the presiding bishop of the Oak 
Grove congregation, stating their dis- 
approval of his method of receiving John 
Burkholder into full membership. From 
henceforth, they declared fellowship 
between them was to be severed. 

However, in the same year 
David Zook with one of his associate 
ministers made a journey eastward on 
horseback a distance of over four hun- 
dred miles to Mifflin and Lancaster 
counties, Pennsylvania. Eventually they 
were denied fellowship as they came 
among their brethren in the valley of the 
Kishacoquillas. They then mounted their 
horses and rode to Lancaster County 
where they were given a warm recep- 
tion by having an appointment made for 
them to preach on a Saturday afternoon 
at a farm residence in Pequea Valley. 
Here the audience was moved to emo- 
tions of fear by a very unusual scene which 


Bishop 


Solomon Smucker (1796-1884) lived in 
the vicinity of Morgantown, Pennsylvania, 
and was the youngest brother of Christian 
Smucker who had moved from Lancaster 
County, Pennsylvania, to Wayne County, 
Ohio. He was a prominent member in the 
Conestoga Amish congregation which is 
today the oldest permanent Amish Men- 
nonite church in America. 


brought compassion and confidence for 
the Ohio ministers. The writer’s grand- 
mother frequently told the story about 
the Pequea Amish congregation being 
seated under trees which had shaded the 
large porch in front of the dwelling 
where the ministers stood to speak. Sud- 
denly as one of these visiting ministers 
was earnestly expounding the Word of 
God, two doves appeared and perched 
one on his right shoulder and the other 
on his left. After the benediction was 
pronounced the laity was heard to ex- 
claim, “These brethren are moved by the 
Holy Spirit to restore unity and seek for 
peaceful relationship.” 

It may herewith be of interest to the 
reader that this Burkholder family which 
had emigrated to America in the first 
quarter of the nineteenth century and 


settled in Wayne County, Ohio, has to- 
day a notable and religious offspring in 
the county of Wayne. 

John Burkholder, the Swiss emigrant, 
had a sister Catharine who was married 
to Peter Schrock. Their daughter Lydia 
was married to Bishop Benjamin Gerig 
who were the parents of the present aged 
Bishop Jacob S. Gerig, who presides at 
present over the Oak Grove Mennonite 
Church, near Smithville, Ohio. A_ sister 
}arbara was married to Christian Thut. 

Jonathan Burkholder, a son of the em- 
igrant ancestor, was married to Elizabeth 
Smucker. They had four sons, viz.: No- 
ah, Simon, Amos, and Menno, and two 
daughters who died of diphtheria. They 
were the first to be interred in the Oak 
Grove Mennonite Cemetery. 

Elizabeth (Smucker) Burkholder was 
the daughter of David Smucker (1805- 
1879), whose wife Anna Brandt was born 
in Canton, Switzerland, January 7, 1804, 
and died November 7, 1882. Her father 
was the first pastor of the Oak Grove 
congregation in the Smithville vicinity. 

David Smucker aforementioned was 
the son of Christian Smucker who was 
born February 11, 1775, and died April 
21, 1857. He was married to Elizabeth 
Stutzman. To this union were born ten 
children, viz.: John, who was married to 
Rachael Yoder and to his second wife Su- 
san Yoder; Christian, married to Lydia 
Lantz; David, married to Anna Brandt; 
Nancy married to Joseph Kauffman; 
Isaac, who was born September 29, 1810, 
and died November 16, 1893 (he was or- 
dained to the ministry in Knox County, 
Ohio, in 1838 and in 1848 elected bishop 
in Elkhart County, Indiana, having moved 
from Ohio in 1841. He died November 
16, 1893, and was united in marriage to 
Sarah Troyer who was born November 
15, 1811, and died July 5, 1886); Eliza- 
beth, married to Christian Augsburger ; 
Barbara, married to David Kauffman; 
Fanny, married to Eli Yoder; and two 
who died single. 

Christian (1775-1857) married as his 
second wife Fanny Livingood and moved 
from Pennsylvania to Wayne County, 
Ohio, in 1827. She died at 89 years, 
8 months, and 4 days. Both are buried 
in Wayne County, Ohio. Their eight 
children, of whom two died in infancy, 
are, viz.: Catharine, married to Jacob 
Zook, married as her second husband 
Joas Yoder; Joel, married to Lydia 
Stutzman; Jonathan, married to Cath- 
arine Eshleman; Lydia to Samuel 
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Schrock; Jacob to Mary Smiley; and 
Joseph to Nancy Hertzler. 

Apparently Christian Smucker has be- 
come the patriarch of the only house of 
Smuckers in Wayne County, Ohio. He 
was the eldest of thirteen children in the 
family of John Schmucker who was 
born September 24, 1740, in Switzerland 
and died in 1809 near Gordonville, Lan- 
caster County, Pennsylvania. He was 
married to Barbara Stoltzfus who was 
also born in Switzerland and came with 
her father Nicholas to America in 1767. 

Christian Schmucker, the ancestor of 
a large and representative family of the 
states of Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, 


and Illinois, was a native of Switzerland 
and the father of the aforementioned 
John Schmucker. They crossed the ocean 
on the ship “St. Andrew,” controlled by 
James Abercombie, which landed at Phil- 
adelphia, May 8, 1752. 

The writer herewith wishes to express 
his indebtedness to Kenneth Burkholder, 
Smithville, Ohio, for submitting genea- 
logical data of his family. He has a sister 
Elizabeth, Mrs. Loyal Hostetler, who 
resides on the Burkholder ancestral 
homestead farm in the vicinity of Smith- 
ville, Ohio. 


Elverson, Pa. 


The Travel Notes of Jacob B. Mensch 


(Continued) 


(In the April issue Jacob B. Mensch’s travel notes ended with his visit to the 
Mennonites of Turner County, South Dakota, in October, 1889. At the end of the 
previous installment, Mensch and his travel companion Jacob Wismer were visiting 
in the home of Preacher Charles Schartner.—M. G.) 


South Dakota . . . Frederick Schartner 
told us that a Baptist came to him and 
said we must be baptized under the water 
and that is the only way to be saved; 
yes, he was self righteous and depended 
upon his own opinion and thought he 
was called to give witness for a certain 
cause. So he gave a false witness oath 
and on his way home he was struck by 
lightning so that his body was torn in 
pieces. This shows that man should not 
depend too much on his own mind and 
opinion. Over night we were at preacher 
Charles Schartner. They live in a house 
and barn 130 feet long. 13th we went to 
the meeting of Schartners church. 
Mensch’s text Matt. 6:33. The preachers 
that belong to this church are Frederick 
Schartner, Charles Schartner, John Un- 
ruh, and Deacon John Smith. About 30 
families belong to this church. Preacher 
Peter Becker, John Wipp. Their meeting 
house is covered with prairie grass. Over 
dinner we were at Deacon John Smith. 
In the afternoon we had meeting in 
Beckers church. Wismer’s text, Matt. 
7:27-27. The preachers that belong to 
this church are Peter Becker, Benjamin 
Becker and Jacob Schulz. Over supper 
we were at preacher Becker’s over night 
at preacher Frederick Schartner’s. 14th 
Deacon John Smith and preacher Peter 
Becker went with us 10 miles to old 
preacher John Schrag with his daughter- 
in-law Kauffman and at Millers. He also 
has one of his daughters. There we took 
dinner and had meeting in the afternoon. 
Mensch’s text, John 8:12. Over night 
at John Smith. His house and barn is 
under one roof. The roof is of prairie 

‘ grass. On the 15th went with Charles and 
Frederick Schartner and John Smith to 
preacher Paul Tschetter and had meeting 
in Tschetter’s meeting house. Mensch’s 
text Matt. 21:1-6. Preachers Paul Tschet- 
ter, Whipf, Hofer, John Schrag. Over 


supper at Paul Tschetter’s in Hutchison 
Co., Dakota. Over night at Charles 
Schartner. 16th in the morning came 
preacher Peter Becker and his father and 
Frederick Schartner. There we talked 
about the rules of the old Mennonites 
and Becker ask me about joining our 
conference. I told him that he should 
commune with Schartner and then if he 
write to our Bishop then we will bring 
it to the conference. Then it will give a 
way that Becker can be received in our 
conference. 16th Charles and Frederick 
Schartner brought us to Marion. There 
we took in the afternoon at 3:18 the cars 
to North McGregar in lowa, arrived at 
McGregar at 5 o’clock in the morning 
of the 17th. 

Illinois . . . Came to Shannon. From 
there we went east 2 mile to Christian 
Snavely. His wife brought us to his 
father Christian Snavely, preacher Ogle 
County, Illinois. There we were over 
night. 18th Snavely brought us 12 mile 
to Freeport and from there 1'4 mile to 
Deacon David Ebersole over dinner in 
Stevenson Co., Illinois. Irom there we 
went to Matthias Eby. He is nearly 89 
year old and was once a preacher and 
came from Germany, but he is a brother 
now. We stayed with him over night. 
19th he brought us to Jacob Horst. His 
wife told us to salute Josiah Clemmer. 
From Horst we went to Jacob Moyer, 
86 years, over dinner, in Stephenson Co. 
From there we went to Isaac Lapp. His 
father came from York state. Over sup- 
per we were at Abraham. In the evening 
we had meeting at Lancaster meeting 
house, Stephenson Co., Illinois. Over 
night at preacher Joseph Lehman. 20th 
we had meeting at Freeport, a meeting 
house, where we had meeting in the eve- 
ning. Text Matt. 18. Jacob B. Mensch 
Over dinner at Benjamin Shoemaker. 
Preacher Christian Snavely took us 


home. He has 20 miles to the meeting 
house. We had meeting at Snavely in the 
evening. Mensch’s text Luke 12:32, and 
stayed overnight with him. 21st Snavely 
took us to Foreston. There we took the 
car to Dixon. From Dixon to Sterling; 
arrived at Sterling at 1 o'clock. Philip 
Nice met us and took us to John Eber- 
sole over supper and from there to 
John Ruth and overnight at Deacon 
Philip Nice. His wife died nearly 2 
years ago. Old brother Korn (?) live 
with him, age 83. 22th we had meeting 
Sterling meetinghouse Whiteside Co., III. 
Wismer’s text Matt. 5:16, 17, 18. Preach- 
ers present Abraham Ebersole, John 
Reesner, Deacon Philip Nice. Over din- 
ner at David Ruth’s. From there to Jacob 
Reitzel. He is weak and has to sit 
on a chair. From there we went to Ster- 
ling and took the car to Morrison. There 
was preacher Henry Nice, 67, with his 
team and he took us and preacher Amos 
Mumaw from Elkhart, Indiana, age 37, 
to his home and we stayed over night. 
23th had meeting at Morrison meeting 
house. Mensch’s text Phil. 2:5-11. Pres- 
ent preachers Amos Mumaw from Indi- 
ana, Henry Nice, and John Nice, and 
Deacon Daniel Deder. §)ver dinner at 
Daniel Deder’s. He took us to Leonard 
Hendrick over supper in Whiteside Co., 
I]l. In the evening was meeting again at 
the same meeting house. Amos Mumaw 
Titus 2:11, 12, 13. Over night at Adam 
Steiner. 24th his son took us to Mor- 
rison; there we took the car at 8:30 to 
Chicago; arrived at 2 o'clock; left Chica- 
go 3:10; arrived at Elkhart at 6 0’ clock. 


Indiana and Ohio... 
There was preacher John I. Funk and he 
took us with him. There we took supper 
in the evening. We had meeting in Elk- 
hart. Wismer’s text Luke 24:32. Preach- 
ers John F. Funk, Samuel Yoder, Henry 
Schaum, Bishop Horst from Wayne Co., 
Ohio, and John S. Kauffman, and stayed 
at Funk’s over night. 25th in the morning 
Bishop Michael Horst came there. We 
took council about the 2 churches Funk 
and Wisler that we will keep alike the 
two parties and that we will serve meet- 
ings for them if they will appoint meet- 
ings for us. Funk took us to Jacob Grater 
in Elkhart Co., Indiana. There we were 
over night. 26th we went to widow David 
Newcomer; she is 73 year old. Her 
husband was a deacon in Wisler church. 
There we took our dinner. Sister New- 
comer and Grater and his wife went with 
us to preacher John Weaver 68. He is on 
the Wisler side; there we took supper and 
over night at Jacob Grater’s again. 27th 


we had in the forenoon meeting at Holde- 


Mensch’s text 
Preachers present Mi- 
chael Horst from Wayne Co., Ohio, 
Peter Lehman, John F. Funk, Jacob 
Loux, David Burkholter, |!enry Weldy, 
John Weaver; on Wisler’s side Deacon 
Daniel Freet, Abraham Kulp, Jacob 
Wisler. Over dinner at Joseph Halter- 
man. Afternoon at Yellow Creek. 


man’s meeting house. J. 
Luke 10 :30-37. 
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Mensch’s text John 14:1-6. Michael 
Horst, John F. Funk, Jonas Loux, Noah 
Metzler, Michael Shenk from Kansas, 
Peter Lehman. Preacher on Wisler side 
John Weaver, Martin Huber, Deacon 
Jacob Long, David Martin. Irom there 
we went with Funk to his house and in 
the night we took the cars at Elkhart; 
28th came at 9 o'clock to Lake Station. 
Preacher Isaac Good was there and met 
us. He has 5 miles to Lake Station. There 
we were over dinner and over supper 
at Abraham Rickert and over night at 
Jacob Nold. 29th meeting at Wadsworth 
the old Mennonite meeting house. Jacob 
Mensch’s text Rom. 12:1, 2. Preachers 
present Michael Rohrer; Isaac Good, 48 
y: Henry Berry; Jacob Tyson from 
Wayne Co.; Martin Letherman. He be- 
longs to Funk. Over dinner at Martin 
Letherman, 66. Preacher Isaac Good 
took us to preacher Michael Rohrer, 78. 
There we were over night. 30th we went 
with Edward Lesher and Michael Rohrer 
to preacher Henry Berry, 53. Over din- 
ner there. We met Henry Everly from 
Wayne Co. and Samuel Witmer from 
Mahoning Co., Ohio. From Michael 
Rohrer to Henry Horst 16 mile. Over 
supper at preacher Jacob Tyson and over 
night at Bishop Henry Horst, 51 y. 
There were Henry Beery and Michael 
Rohrer Edward Lesher over night also. 
3lth in the forenoon meeting at Martin 
meeting house, near Orrville, Wayne Co., 
Ohio. Wismer’s text Hebr. 12:1, 2, 3. 
Preachers present Henry Horst, Jacob 
Tyson, 48, Michael Rohrer, Henry Beery, 
Deacon David !torst. The preacher on 
Funk side Michael H®rst, Abram Horn- 
house, Deacon Samuel [éschleman. Over 
dinner we were at John Newschwanger’s. 
There is an old sister in her 91st year, 
Elizabeth Knapp. From there the Breth- 
ren took us to Orrville. There we took 
the car at 2 o'clock to Leetonia. 
There was Abram Brubaker, preacher, 
who took us home. There we were over 
night. Deacon Henry Tyson was there 
also. Nov. Ist Brubaker took us to 
preacher Jacob Weaver, 34 y. There lives 
preacher Isaac Rohrer, 75 year, and there 
was also Deacon David Weaver, 70 year. 
There we all took dinner. In the after- 
noon we had a meeting at Oberholzer 
meeting house in Mahoning Co., Ohio. 
Mensch’s text Matt. 6:33. Preachers pres- 
ent Abraham Brubaker, Isaac Rohrer, 
Jacob Werner, Christian Lehman 71, 
Deacon David Weaver, and Henry Ty- 
son. These belong to Wisler side: Jo- 
seph Bixler 77, Jacob Stauffer 55, John 
Burkholter 55. Over supper at Joseph 
Bixler’s and over night at Daniel Miller 
71, Mahoning County, Ohio. 2th Daniel 
Miller and Christian Lehman took us 
to Columbiana. 


Pennsylvania . . . There we took cars... 
to Chewton in Lawrence Co., Pa. From 
there to Celienople. There was preacher 
Joseph Ziegler 75 y. and he took us to 
his home in Butler Co., Pa. There is 
the Conoquessing creek that is all oil 


about a mile from Joseph Ziegler in 
Beaver Co. There they drilled a 4 
inch hole in the earth about 1500 feet 
deep. They came to a oil vein and after- 
wards they came on gas and salt water 
and this gas caught fire and the water 
and fire comes out of a 4 inch hole that 
burns by day and night nearly 2 years 
and they can’t make it out. The flame 
of the fire spread from 2 to 5 feet in 
height. The water is salt water and is 
cold that runs from the hole where fire 
comes out of the hole. It seems very 
strange to the eye to see such things. 
Overnight we were at Abram Ziegler, 
60 year. 3rd, meeting at l'armony. 
Mensch’s text Luke 12:32. Preachers 
Joseph Ziegler, Henry B. Moyer 61. Dea- 
con John Ziegler 59; over dinner at Jacob 
F. Weise 72. Over supper also over- 
night at preacher Henry B. Moyers. He 
lives in Harmony. We were on the hill 
where old Rapp had his seat or chair 
hewn in a stone where he sat when he 
had his people at work. There he could 
see all around and on the top of the 
rock he had a house of glass that he 
could see through. I and Wismer did 
sit together in the chair. 4th, we took 
the cars in Harmony, Butler Co., at 6 
o'clock, came to Allegheny City at 8 
o'clock, walked over the Bridge of the 
Allegheny to Pittsburgh, took the cars 
at Pittsburgh at 1 o’clock to Johnstown. 
There was Abraham Blough and Levi 
Blough, 38. He took us home over night. 
5th, meeting at Stahl meeting house in 
Somerset Co., Pa. Wismer’s text Matt. 
5:3. Preachers present Jonas Blough 60, 
Samuel Gindlesperger 43, Sirus Hersh- 
berger. Over dinner at Jonas Blough, 
over supper at Abraham Blough. They 
have 9 children. They were on the garret 
the time the flood was in Johnstown. 
They were all saved. It upset the first 
floor in the house. In the evening at 7 
o'clock we took the cars at Johnstown and 
came to Harrisburg at about 2 o'clock, 
left Harrisburg at 5-o’clock in the morn- 
ing, on the 6th came to Rahn station 
about 10 o’clock. Had 39 meetings, were 
at 139 places. 


1897 


September 7th, 1897. A journey to the 
western part of Pennsylvania, Chio, and 
Canada. Left home in the morning . . 
left Harrisburg at 5 o’clock. Arrived at 
Millerstown at 6:11. There was preacher 
William Acker, who took us along home 
and stayed with Acker over night. He 
took us to Delaware meeting house. . . 
Mensch’s text Luke 12:32. Preacher 
William Acker and Deacon Joseph Lau- 
ver were present. After meeting we went 
to brother Samuel Weaver over dinner. 
He has a peach orchard of 7 acres, about 
1000 trees. Preacher Wm. Acker and wife 
went with us to Samuel Weaver's over 
dinner. Samuel Weaver took us to John 
Shelly over supper. From there we went 
to brother Joseph Weaver’s over night, 
51. On the 9th Weaver and his wife took 
us to Lauvers meeting house. There was 


a meeting. William Grabill took first 
part. Mensch’s text Matt. 5:6. Preacher 
William Grabill. Deacon Joseph Lauver 
and Deacon Jacob Shelly age 84 were 
there. He is Deacon 45 years. Over 
dinner we were at Deacon Joseph Lau- 
ver’s. Joseph Weaver took us to this 
place again for supper and from there 
brother Tesden Benner took us to widow 
of preacher Jacob Grabill over night. In 
the morning on the 10th Tesden Benner 
took us to Thomsontown station. There 
we took the cars at 9:26 for Pittsburgh 
.... On the 11th we took the cars at 
Gallary Junction for Harmony. Came to 
Harmony at 9 o'clock. There was preach- 
er Joseph Ziegler and brother Abram 
Zeigler. To Harmony meeting house 
where there was a meeting. Zeigler first 
part; Mensch’s text Luke 12:32. Over 
dinner at widow of Jacob Wise and over 
supper and night at Abraham Zeigler 
68. On the 12th we had meeting at 
Harmony meeting house. Zeigler had first 
part; Mensch’s text Gallatter 6:9. Over 
dinner at Henry Moyer, 69. From there 
took preacher Joseph Zeigler to his house 
and stayed with him over night at Zelien- 
ople. Zeigler is 83 years old. The depot 
is on his land and his farm is laid out 
in lots. In the morning of the 13th Zeig- 
ler took me to a coal oil well 1200 feet 
deep and close by where gas comes out 
and burns day and night .. . Zeigler took 
us to Zelienople. There we took the cars 
at 9:25 to Chewton. Arrived at 
Columbiana at 5:40. There was preacher 
Abraham Brubacher and Deacon Henry 
Tyson. They took us to brother Allen 
Otto over supper and over night at preach- 
er Jacob Weaver, age 51. He lives in 
Mahoning County, Ohio. In the morning 
of the 14th preacher Jacob Weaver and 
Deacon }'enry Tyson went with us to 
Samuel Detweiler’s. From there to Abra- 
ham Weaver, from there to Samuel Good 
over dinner and in the afternoon in the 
meeting at Nold meeting house. Jacob 
Weaver had first part; Mensch’s text 
Matt. 7:24-27. Jacob Weaver and Tyson 
went with us to Jonas Wisler over sup- 
per and over night at Abraham Brubach- 
er. Brubacher and his wife and Tyson 
went with us to Christian Lehman. Irom 
there to Susanna Lehman and over din- 
ner to Benjamin Weaver; fron there 
to Leetonia. There we took the cars 
to Lawrence at 4:40, arrived at Lawrence 
at 7 o'clock. There was preacher Henry 
Horst, 59, and he took us home and we 
stayed over night. 16th, meeting at coun- 
ty line meeting house. Henry llorst had 
first part; Mensch’s text Matt. 6:33. 
Preachers Henry Hursch, Jacob Tyson, 
Deacon David Horst were there. Over 
dinner at Samuel Weaver's; over supper 
at Johnathan Martin’s 74. Their daugh- 
ter is 7, sick, and in bed. Over night at 
David Horst Deacon who took us to 
Martin Brubacher and over dinner at 
preacher Jacob Tyson, 47. He lives 
on a rented farm 160 acre. From there 
to Noah Good's, 55, over supper. Preach- 
er Henry Hursh came there and brought 
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2 pieces of our baggage. Noah Good 


and wife went with us to brother Henry 
Burkhart where we stayed overnight. 
Brother John Martin, 56, and his wife 
came there and spent the evening with 
us. In the morning on the 18th John Mar- 
tin took us to preacher Henry Beery, 72, 
in Wayne County and we stayed over 
dinner. Beery is sick with dropsy and 
is weak and in bed. He held my hand and 
would hardly let my hand go for re- 
joicing that I did remember him and 
visit him. Martin took us to Abraham 
Newcomer. There we took supper and 
they took us to Abraham Rickert’s over 
night. 19th, Abraham Newcomer took 
us to Guilfort meetinghouse in Medina 
County, Ohio. There, we met preacher 
Isaac Good, Jacob Newcomer, Deacon 
Abraham Newcomer, and Deacon Abra- 
ham Rohrer. Good had first part; 
Mensch’s text Matt. 5:6. Over dinner at 
Jacob Z. Nold, 66, and also over supper; 
and overnight at preacher Isaac Good. 
There we met Joseph Shaum, 63, from 
Indiana and Mary Oberholzer from New- 
ton, Kansas. Jacob Z. Nold and wife 
went with us to Jacob Rohrer’s, 76. From 
there to preacher Jacob Newcomer, 56. 
He was ordained this summer as min- 
ister. It goes hard for him to speak. 
Here we took our dinner. In the after- 
noon we stopped at Deacon Abraham 
Rohrer’s, 72. Over supper at Daniel 
Freed’s and overnight at Isaac Good’s, 
56. 21th, Good took us to David Y. 
Yoder, 51. His wife’s name was Grub. 
From there Good and his wife went with 
us to widow Susan Oberholzer, 84. Her 
maiden name was Miller from Dauphin 
County, Pa. Was sister to Daniel Miller 
from Columbia City, Ohio. Over dinner 
to sister Kilmer, 80. She is blind 5 years; 
her maiden name was Berge, a sister to 
Hiram Burden’s wife of Pottstown. She 
is cousin to David Wismer’s wife. We 
took our dinner at sister Kilmer. Mary 
and Good’s wife stayed there and I and 
Good went to Wadsworth to Ephraim 
Hunsperger, but he was not at home. His 
age is 83. In Wadsworth are 2 brothers 
by name of Mensch. Henry Mensch is 
married to Detweiler daughter of Lex- 
ington, and —_____ Mensch _ is 
married to Samuel Leatherman’s daugh- 
ter. Isaac Good went with us to Samuel 
Bauman, 49. There we stayed over 
night. 22th, meeting at Rohrer meeting 
house. Jacob Newcomer had first part: 
Mensch’s text ______. 1030-37. There 
we met preacher Rickert and Martin 
Leatherman on the Funks side over din- 
ner at Abraham Kreider. She is Isaac 
Good’s daughter, 24. Here we made 
the departure from Isaac Good, Samuel 
Bauman took us from Kreider’s to Henry 
Coppes. From there to Jacob Means and 
over night at Elias Kreider, 66. From 
there to Benjamin Rohrer. From there 
to Maggie Rohrer, 53, and over dinner 
at old sister Mary Newcomer, 89, and 
daughter of old preacher Abraham Rohr- 
er... . Christian Kreider and wife came 
there and went with us to this son Ben- 


jamin Kreider. From there we went with 
Elia Kreider to Abraham G. Rohrer, 55, 
son of Isaac Rohrer. There we took 
supper and overnight at Edwin Lesher, 
65. Edwin Lesher took us 25 miles to 
Henry Ruth, 60. There we were over 
dinner and supper. She is old John 
Shaum’s daughter. Over night we were 
at Deacon Michael Shaum’s, 55. His 
wife’s name was Martin. 25th in the 
morning, Edwin Lesher and wife and 
Deacon Michael Shaum and wife went 
with us to John Martin’s over dinner and 
in the afternoon was meeting at Shaums 
meeting house. There were 2 boys bap- 
tized, John Bechly and Rufus Imhoff. 
Henry Hursh baptized those 2 boys. 
Henry Hursh’s text Matt. 28:3 

Mensch’s last part. Over supper at 
Enos (?) Shaum 77. Over night at Jacob 
Troxel, 65. Edwin Lesher went with us 
there. We met Deacon Samuel Good 
and Abraham Weaver from Columbiana 
County, Ohio. 26th Lesher took us to 
Shaum meeting house. There was com- 
munion. Peter Landis, 65, had first part; 
Mensch second part; Henry Hursh last 
part and held communion. Deacon Mi- 
chael Shaum and Peter Landis and Ed- 
win Lesher went with us to sister Eliza- 
beth Shaum’s, daughter of George Shaum 
over dinner. Deacon Michael Shaum and 
wife took us to preacher Peter Imhoff, 
53. His wife is sick and weak. From 
there Shaum took us to Joshua Begley, 
66, over supper and night. There we met 
Joseph Shaum and wife from Indiana and 
Deacon Samuel Good and wife and Abra- 
ham Weaver and wife from Columbiana. 
27th Begley’s boy brought us to Henry 
Gable. He took us to West Salem. There 
we took the cars at 8:30 for Dayton... 
came to Dayton about 2 o'clock, took 
the trolley to soldier home, 2 miles. 
From there we walked to Edward Night’s 
daughter of John Moyer, and from there 
to Sarah Moyer over night. 28th, we 
stayed there over dinner. In the after- 
noon Sarah Moyer and her son went with 
us to William Stauffer, 51. There we 
were over night. 29th, William Stauf- 
fer’s wife took us to Dayton to Joseph 
Heeter, 58. There we took dinner. He 
took me around in Dayton to old France, 
75. He is the father of Isaac France. 
Emmy Kulp’s husband Joseph Heeter took 


me to Henry Eckhart over supper. 
She is also a daughter of Jacob 
Stauffer. Eckhart’s son brought us to 


Sarah Moyer again and we stayed there 
over night. Joseph Heeter took me 
around in the city of Dayton. We went 
on a trolley car out of town. Heeter 
showed me the bridge where France 
shot a girl by the name of Bessie. He 
is sentenced to be killed on the 13th of 
October with electricity. Heeter showed 
me the first house that was built in 
Dayton 102 years ago by Newcorn. It 
is a log house and was first a tavern 
and used for a court house, where court 
was held and also the celler for a 
prison. Dayton has about 85,000 inhabit- 
ants. They have a school house that 


cost over $80,000. The chief teacher gets 
a salary of $3,000 a year. The expense 
is about $21,000 a year. They have some 
very large buildings in Dayton. There 
is one house on the main street 11 story 
high. Heeter told me that there are 21 
that are worth over a million dollars. 
Soldiers home is 2 miles west of Day- 
ton. They told me that there are about 
6,000 soldiers there and the deaths aver- 
age about 6 or 7 a day. The water tower 
is over 100 feet high and 18 feet in 
diameter, so I was told. Heeter took me 
to Eckhart, his brother-in-law. His wife 
is Jacob Stauffer’s daughter, a second 
cousin to me. Eckhart is one of the 
chief managers of the electricity rail 
road power house. Eckhart told me that 
the power of the engine is 1000 horse 
power and cost $40,000. 30th, we took 
dinner with Sarah Moyer and after din- 
ner Abraham G. Moyer and Susan Moy- 
er went with us to Dayton. There we took 
the cars at 2:30 in the afternoon on the 
Cincinnati Hamilton and Dayton rail- 
road ... and came to Detroit at 10 o’- 
clock in the night. They took us from 
one depot to the other on an omnibus. 
Took the cars at Detroit at 11:45 in the 
night, passed through Port Huron. There 
the railroad goes through the river. Came 
to Berlin at 8:30 in the morning of the 
Ist of October. Peter Shirk was there 
to meet us and gave us his buggy and 
horse to drive home. We got our break- 
fast at Peter Shirk’s. After breakfast 
Mary went to bed and I went with Shirk 
to Berlin. He went after his business 
there. I met preacher Daniel Wismer 
and wife. They went to Michigan. In the 
afternoon Shirk and wife went with us to 
Enos Martin’s, 46. There we were over- 
night with Martin’s mother, 86, mother 
of preacher Abe Martin. Oct. 2th in the 
morning preacher Abraham Martin came 
there and took us to preacher Paul Mar- 
tin, 48. There we took dinner. Paul 
Martin and wife went with us to Peter 
Good 64. Joseph Martin’s over supper 
and overnight at Deacon Levi Martin’s 
and his father Peter Martin, 82. Oct. 
3th meeting at Conestoga meeting house, 
communion and feet washing was there. 
Joseph Gingerich had first part. Mensch 
second part, Abraham Martin last part. 
They have a very nice congregation and 
are very plain and many young mem- 
bers. There were only 6 women that 
had hats on. Preachers present Joseph 
Gingrich, Abraham Martin, Paul Mar- 
tin, Deacon Levi Martin, Menno Schanz, 
Peter Bauman. Over dinner at Michael 
Brubaker’s, 56. Brubacher and wife went 


with Samuel Hoff on and 
from there went with us to Preacher 
Abraham Martin, 63. There we were 


overnight. Oct. 4, Abraham Martin and 
wife went with us to Joseph Bauman’s, 
82. There we had meeting. From there 
to Daniel Martin’s. Her mother lives 
there. Peter Eby, 92. From there to 
Menno Shantz’s 61, over dinner. From 
there to Samuel Kinsey, 68; from there 
to Preacher Peter Martin, 77, over 
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supper and night. 5th, Eby Martin and 
wife, son of preacher Peter Martin, went 
with us to Noah Baringer. She is poorly 
with dropsy. She is the daughter of 
Preacher Abraham Martin. Over dinner, 
at preacher Joseph Gingrich’s. Her moth- 
er lives with them, 88 years. After- 
noon meeting at Elmyra. Joseph Ging- 
rich had first part; Mensch’s text John 
14:1-6. Over supper at George H. Bau- 
man, 65. He brought us to Preacher 
Samuel Weaver’s widow, 73. There we 
were over night. Oct. 6, Levi Weaver 
and his mother went with us to Moses 
Weaver and from there to Christian 
Schnider’s widow, 71. From there to 
Peter Shirk’s. There we met Israel Ging- 
rich, also Kinsey’s daughter married to 
Christian Snyder’s son. At Shirk’s over 
dinner. Peter Shirk and wife went with 
us to Baden and to Deacon John Nor- 
gang 59. There we stayed over night. 
Oct. 7th in the morning Deacon John 
Norgang and wife went with us to Jonas 
Good, 60. There we stopped and Good 
and his wife went along to William 
Hochstetter’s. His wife is blind 9 years. 
From there to old brother Moses Hoch- 
stetler, 84. He lives with his son Levi 
Hochstetler. From there to Henry 
Geis, from there to Christian Christner, 
82. There we met John Cassel, 74. From 
there to preacher Amos Cressman, 63. 
Oct. 8th Cressman and wife went with 
us to Peter Christner. He had cancer on 
the lip. From there to preacher Jo- 
seph Norgang over dinner. Afternoon 
meeting at Geiers. Amos Cressman had 
first part; Mensch’s text Rom. 12:1, 2. 
Preachers present Amos Cressman, Men- 
no Cressman, Moses Bauman Jr., Joseph 
Norgang, Deacon John Norgang. Over 
supper at Deacon John Norgang, over 
night at Preacher Moses Bauman Sr., 78. 
Oct. 9th in the morning Preacher Moses 
Bauman Jr. and wife came to old Preach- 
er Moses Bauman with his team and went 
with us to old Jacob Shoemaker. He gets 
78 years old next month. They went with 
us to Berlin. In store bought to the 
amount of $2.62. There we met Peter 
Shirk, Preacher Noah Stauffer, and 
Bishop Schnieder, and others. They went 
with us to George Heistand over dinner. 
From there to preacher Noah Stauffer. 
Over supper at Daniel Weaver, 54. He 
brought us to George Shoemaker, over 
night. He is 94 years of age. He lives 
with his son Benjamin Shoemaker, 60. He 
is Deacon. Oct. 10, Shoemaker took us 
and Shantz and wife and went with us 
to all day meeting at Berlin. Old Moses 
Bauman had first part; Mensch’s text 
Matt. 7:24-29. Preachers present were 
Old Moses Bauman, young Moses Bau- 
man, Moses Erb, Noah Stauffer, Hall- 
man, Deacon Benjamin Shoemaker, John 
Norgang, and Detweiler. Over dinner 
at Preacher Moses Erb’s, 79. Over night 
at Peter Shirk’s. Oct. 1] took the car 
at Berlin at 6 o’clock in the morning. 
Peter Shirk and wife went with us to 
Toronto. There we changed car to Mark- 
ham at 8:30, arrived at Markham at a 


little over 9 o'clock, went to Joseph 
Grove’s 51, over dinner. Grove and his 
wife went with us to John Ramer’s. From 
there to Simeon Risser and over supper 
at Noah Risser’s, 66, and over night at 
Bishop Christian Risser, 64. Oct. 12th 
meeting at Risser’s meeting house. Chris- 
tian Burkholder had first part; Mensch’s 
text John 6:48. Over dinner at Deacon 
John Risser’s 38, son of Noah Risser. Hie 
is 6 years deacon. From there Christian 
Risser went with us to Martin Berger’s 
and to John Diller’s, 65; from there to 
Benjamin Risser’s, 61, over supper. John 
Diller went with us to Menno Burk- 
holder’s 56, over night. His brother 
David lives with him. His age is 64. Oct. 
13th, Menno Burkholder and wife went 
with us to Sister Anna Newswager. She 
lives with Jacob Whitman, her daughter- 
in-law. From there to Whiteman’s meet- 
ing house into the meeting. Risser had 
first part; Mensch’s text Romans 12:1, 2. 
Preachers present were Christian Risser, 
Christian Burkholder, Deacon Dillman 
Risser. Over dinner .at Jacob Grove’s, 


62. There is Abraham Landis, 77. From 
there we went with Menno Burkholder 
to Abraham Grove, 70. From there to 
preacher Christian Burkholder’s, 50, over 
supper. Deacon Menno Risser, 42, and 
wife came to preacher Burkholder’s and 
fetched us to their home and her mother 
lives there, 62. Stayed over night with 
them. Oct. 14th in the morning Menno 
Risser and wife went with us to Joseph 
Koch's. His mother lives with him, Eliza- 
beth Koch, 74 years. Rissers took us 
to Markham station. There we took 
the cars at 9 o'clock for Toronto arrived 
at Toronto at 10, left at 2:10, changed 
at Hamilton at 4 o'clock, changed at 
the suspension bridge on little Niagra 
Falls from Buffalo. Changed cars at 
Buffalo at 6 o'clock, came to Geneva at 
9 o'clock. There I got a ticket to Phila- 
delphia. Came to Bethlehem to Lansdale. 
There we took the cars to Norristown and 
went to David Funk’s. John came 
with his team to Funk’s and he brought 
us home in the evening. Were on the trip 
118 places and 14 meetings. 


England Invited Mennonites to America in 1717 


Ira D. Lanpis 


In the days when Mennonites in sever- 
al areas of Europe were still being sub- 
jected to persecution and economic 
handicaps, the British government 
through its Secretary of the Exchequer 
issued the declaration printed below in- 
viting oppressed Mennonites to settle in 
America. The area offered to them lay 
between 39 and 43 degrees north latitude. 
This covers the area from Annapolis, 
Maryland, to Portsmouth, New Hamp- 
shire, but from the description one as- 
sumes that Maryland was the area being 
offered. The document is deposited in the 
Amsterdam Mennonite Church Archives 
(Amsterdam AA No. 2255). It was 
translated into English by Irvin B. Horst. 


Declaration of Johannes Rudolf Ochs 
Secretary of the British Exchequer 
April 11, 1717 
After noticing that the Christians with 
the name Doopsgezinde or Mennonites 
here and there in Germany and Switzer- 
land are oppressed in regard to freedom 
of conscience and many of the character- 
istics of their oppressors must be opposed 
so that it is not necessary for them to be 
scattered here and there and that oppres- 
sion should cease and that they be not 
hindered in their free exercise of their 
religion. Therefore it is made known 
(by this writer) that all those who are 
concerned for the preservation of the 
freedom of their faith and who wish to 
exercise their religion according to their 
consciences and be free from all perse- 
cutions; that now a country in America 
bordering on Pennsylvania and Virginia 
from the Royal Government in England 
is decreed for the German and Swiss who 


live with Roman Catholics which is a 
great land and has place enough for 
100,000 families. They will have stran- 
gers there to live with in liberty, but 
upon their promise without swearing, 
that they will be loyal to the King and 
be obedient as law abiding subjects of 
the King, and will possess their land 
with as much right as if born subjects; 
also without any hindrance to exercise 
their religious assemblages just as the 
Reformed and Lutherans. 

These people will for ten years be en- 
tirely free but for 100 Morgen lands 
yearly 2 Batzen and 6 Pfennig which is 
less than-one guilder land tax without 
other burdens. 

An ordinary person, man, woman, and 
children, in one family shall receive as a 
gift 50 morgen of land as a possession for 
them and their descendants for which 
they shall pay for the surveying and 
deed and they shall be free to sell it or 
exchange it as their own goods. 

Until further notice the land in Penn- 
sylvania must be sold dearer if one buys 
less than 100 morgen at 20-100 pounds 
although there are many who cannot 
acquire land as property but have to 
leave it wherever it is “written off.” In 
Carolina it is so hot that in summer the 
people can hardly stand it and many have 
succumbed to the pain. New York and 
Virginia are so occupied with inhabitants 
that no more good land is to be obtained 
there. Therefore this land was decreed 
for the Germans and Swiss and is to be 
preferred to the others because of its 
fertility and the opportunity of choosing 
further possessions whenever it is pos- 
sible to take possession of it. So that 
all those who will settle there have great 
reasons to thank the great Lord who 
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has helped them to come there. Many of 
the Germans who live in Pennsylvania, 
Virginia, Carolina, and New York desire 
to settle here when once a beginning is 
mate of settlement. This land lays in a 
good and moderate climate that is neither 
too hot nor too cold. It lays between the 
latitude 39° and 43° North Latitude and 
runs westward about 200 German miles. 
Virgin‘a and Pennsylvania are shut off 
by large mountains. The air is very 
healthy, considering that it lays rather 
high. It also has good waters and 
streams, brooks and springs. It has the 
fame that it is better than that found in 
Pennsylvania and Virginia. There grow 
(of themselves) nuts, chestnut, oak, and 
mulberry trees, wild in the large areas, 
and many other fruit bearing trees. Also 
white and red grapes grow wild in the 
woods which are larger and better than 
many other places in America. Soil is 
suitable for wheat, barley, rye, Indian 
corn, hemp, and flax, also besides bears 
many other useful things and many 
more on an acre than in Germany. One 
acre can easily be planted ten to twenty 
years without manure. It is also very 
good for fruit trees, as apples, pears, 
cherries, plums, “barillen” and quinces, 
and peaches which grow especially well; 
one stone (seed) in three years produces 
fruit. All sorts of vegetables grow well; 
also one can plant vineyards; also the 
wild grapes are good and they were still 
to be if cultivated and cared for. One 
can also obtain many horses, cattle, and 
sheep, while there grows much and beau- 
tiful grass. There are also many pigs 
which can be made fat in the woods with 
(forest) fruits. This land is also replen- 
ished with cattle called buffaloes and 
moose, animals which can be seen in 
Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Carolina 
One sees in herds twenty to thirty buf- 
faloes; also many bears, which cannot 
harm anyone, which subsist on leaves 
and wild fruits upon which they become 
very fat and have very good meat. There 
are also many deer and very many Indian 
roosters and hens which weigh twenty to 
thirty pounds a piece; wild fowl, more 
than in any other place in the world: 
partridges, pheasants, wild swans, geese, 
all sorts of ducks besides many other 
small fowls and animals so that if the 
people during the first year have enough 
bread and some cows to provide milk and 
butter; also with earth fruits as potatoes, 
peas, beans, they will have meat enough 
from the all sorts of wild animals and 
fowl and can live better than the best 
nobleman. The only objection that they 
live about thirty miles from sea which 
however by good management can be 
lightened and the objection can be over- 
come. 

As for the journey which could be 
very heavy so we have taken into consid- 
eration to make good preparation that 
the same will be the least objectionable 
and that there will be speedy going for- 
ward. From our side we have spoken of 
hiring large ships which will leave for 


Rotterdam at the best time and there will 
be in readiness as soon as the people 
arrive and will receive the same with 
their goods and sail with a good wind, 
so that there will not be any extra costs, 
as a result of delay. We will take each 
person above ten years of age for 4 £ or 
about 35 guilders from Rotterdam and 
deliver them in Virginia with their 
goods; under ten years for one-half and 
the infants free. 

As regular each one must supply him- 
self with food and drink, for every per- 
son must provide for ten weeks journey, 
yet it is better that each person takes 
some food such as cheese, butter, and 
biscuit. 

For ten weeks 


Smoked meat 24 Ibs. 
Cheese 15 Ibs. 
Butter 8% Ibs. 
Biscuit 70 Ibs. 
Peas 1% measures 
Barley 1 measure 
An extra supply of the following: 
Smoke meat 30 Ibs. 
Cheese 25 Ibs. 
Butter 15 Ibs. 
Biscuit 100 Ibs. 


Biscuits can be bought here for 

9 B. or 4 guilders. 

And everyone considering the fruit al- 
ready there can supply himself with 
brandy, wine, and tea for refreshing; 
also Westphalia hams and whatever fur- 
ther he desires. 

They must also bring money over into 
the land in order to supply themselves 
with corn and wheat until the time that 
the sowed corn can be harvested, for 
baking bread as well as to buy salt, cloth- 
ing, horses, hogs; and as usual they must 
also take all kinds of garden seeds for 
planting things for kitchen also apples, 
pears, quinces, plums, almonds, cherry 
seeds and nuts for trees: chestnuts, 
(hasse}, and peanuts of the best kind. 

It is also necessary that they provide 
clothing, especially linens, as shirts, bed- 
ding, table cloths—and wares; but every- 
thing must be washed and used to be 
free of duty. 

Also it is necessary to have imple- 
ments such as the iron work for agri- 
culture, also sickles, spades, axes, bits, 
saws, hammers, nails, etc., and heckles 
for the hemp and flax, good guns, chalk; 
the gunshot you can buy cheaper here 
(for 16% B which is 6 guilders and 9 
pfenning) ; the lead is somewhat less. 
They also have to supply household fur- 
niture and kitchen utensils. They should 
also supply themselves with iron stoves. 

All the families who wish to under- 
take the trip have to make themselves 
ready with speed and give up their 
names, also how many children and serv- 
ants in total above ten years and under 
ten years. The sucklings they will take 
along. The ships have to be hired; also 
the half of the freight is 2 £ or 18 guild- 
ers or 1 £ or 9 guilders for the biscuit, 
beer, peas, and barley which every one 
needs en route and must be bought in 


here and on the journey can be turned 
over. These 27 guilders for each person 
above ten and half for those under must 
be paid to the merchant in Frankfort who 
will give over a receipt at the latest on 
the Ist of March which will be given 
over to a merchant here with a command 
to the Captain to pay by the month. In 
the meantime the merchant at Frank- 
fort will be responsible for the money 
as declared to him. The other half of 
the freight you will need to pay in Hol- 
land when you arrive. But those who 
cannot provide the funds are to come 
along to Holland. They will themselves 
have to see about finding their own ship 
and accommodations. For it is under- 
stood that ships will be hired and pro- 
vided only for those who pay the money. 
As soon as the number of families have 
de*nitely resolved to make the trip, some 
one without fail has to write me and 
give the exact figure. Then I will in turn 
answer to whom they are to give the 
money and as soon as this is paid over, 
I will hire the ships and make an agree- 
ment on which basis they can leave. 

Recommending herewith you to God's 
grace, 

Your trusty and true friend 
Joh Rudolph Ochs 


King’s Secretary of Exchequer 
The letter has to be sent to my order. 
Monseur Ochs 
Graveur dela Monoye, 
A La Tour a Londres 


Mennonites in 
New Orleans 


The two letters below are deposited in 
the John F. Funk Collection in the 
Archives of the Mennonite Church, Go- 
shen, Indiana. They were recently trans- 
lated from the German by N. P. Springer. 
For several reasons these letters have 
historical significance. It is of interest 
that there were Mennonites living in New 
Orleans at that time, that they maintained 
contact with other Mennonites through 
the Herold der Wahrheit, and that these 
sisters gave money so generously in a day 
before stewardship was stressed by Men- 
nonites. The letters raise certain ques- 
tions. Who were these Mourer Mennon- 
ites? Why were they located in New 
Orleans? How long did they live in this 
city? From what place did they come? 
Any information on these points will be 
appreciated by the editors of the MEn- 
NONITE HistoricAL BuLitetin.—M. G. 


New Orleans, November 27, 1874 
To the Editor of the //erold der Wahr- 
het: 

Fsteemed brother : 

In the columns of the Herold der 
Wahrheit concerning the \'ennonite emi- 
gration from Russia, we learn that the 
means is lacking and help is necessary, 
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both for those who are of the notion to 
emigrate, as well also as for those who 
are already here; so we are sending to 
you herewith two hundred dollars and 
beg you to have the goodness to send it 
on to where it is most needed according 
to your opinion; yet, should you find it 
most appropriate to allot one half of the 
sum to those with the idea of emigrating 
and the other to those who have already 
come, we will be satisfied. We give it as 
a gift. Worthy brother, we are sorry to 
trouble you again, but in this affair we 
do not know to whom else we should 
turn. 
With hearty greetings to you, we sign 

our names, 

Annette Mourer 

Madaleine Mourer 


New Orleans, December 15, 1874 
To the Editor of the Herold der Wahr- 
heit: 

Esteemed_ brother : 

We beg you to have the goodness to 
receive the money which we are sending 
to you—a sum of sixty dollars, of which 
twenty dollars are from Nikolaus Mourer 
for the Russian Mennonite emigrants: 
from me and my sister: ten dollars for 
the Mennonite mission, ten dollars for the 
Mennonite educational establishment in 
Exincourt, and ten dollars for the Men- 
nonite academy, Altschau. Honored 
brother, we suppose that both disadvan- 
tage and expense of the dispatching of the 
money to Europe is our obligation; so we 


are sending a surplus (if we are not mis- 
taken) of $5.10; should it, however, not 
suffice, then we are ready to compensate 
you for it just as soon as we are told. 
Further, we wish to pay for the year 1875 
three subscriptions to the Herold der 
Wahrheit, two in German, one in Eng- 
lish language; one subscription to the 
Gemeindeblatt; four almanacs, 2 in Ger- 
man, 2 in English language; the poem en- 
titled “Christianity Requires Peace,” 5 
copies; and the book Dymond on IW ar in 
English language. 
Annette Mourer 


My address is Annette Mourer 
46 Elmire Street 
New Orleans, La. 


(Added in Funk’s hand) 
No 533 
532 
20 on Russian Emigration 
10 Doll for Menn. Mission Europe 
» * m “orphans asylum 
mo * . Lehranstalt 


50 50.00 


Receipt sent Jan. 3 
Sent Jan 13th 


3 Heralds ger 2.50 
1 Gemeindeblatt 75 
2 Ger & Eng Almanac 25 
5 Christ requires Peace 50 
1 Dymond on War 50 

54.50 


Progress Report on the Archives of the Mennonite 
Church 


April 19, 1954 
Dr. Melvin Gingerich, Custodian 
Archives of the Mennonite Church 

Goshen College, Goshen, Indiana 
Dear Brother Gingerich: 

Although I am no longer employed 
by the Historical Committee, I have 
continued to give token service to the 
Archives throughout the current school 
year. This has served to prevent some 
of the confusion which obtained dur- 
ing the years when no active archivist 
was on duty prior to my coming to the 
Archives. More than that, I have been 
able to move ahead on some of the tasks 
which I mentioned in my report of March 
13, 1953, particularly that of registering 
accessions. 


Continuing accessions: 


I have not tallied recently the number 
of congregations which are now sending 
us church bulletins, either with their reg- 
ular mailings or at the end of longer 
periods, but it must be more than one 
hundred. A number of new congregations 
have been added to the list during the 
current year. Although the holdings in 


this area are not yet posing serious space 
problems, I would like to suggest that 
this is one type of record that might 
well be microfilmed, and the bulletins 
themselves might then be discarded, pro- 
viding there would be no objection from 
the congregations which supplied the 
bulletins. 

The newspaper clippings file continues 
to grow. No new clippers have been 
added, but Goshen and Elkhart, Ind., 
and Lancaster, Pa., papers are supplying 
us with many clippings. 


New accessions: 
Notable among the new accessions 
since March, 1953, are the following: 


Eli J. Bontrager autobiography (orig- 
inal manuscript copy) 
Mennonite Commission for Chris- 
tian Education—Nelson Kauff- 
man 2 boxes 
Mennonite Mutual Aid 4 boxes 
Ohio Mennonite and Eastern A.M. 
Conference—Minister’s meet- 
ing minutes 1 book 


Peace Problems Committee: 
C. L. Graber, retiring treasurer 2 boxes 


O. O. Miller, retiring secretary 7 boxes 
J. A. and Lina Ressler personal 

papers 14 boxes 
Jacob Swartzendruber has added a few 
items of special signilicance to Amish 
history to the S. D. Guengerich and D. 
B. Swartzendruber collections. 

Phoebe M. Kolb collection: 

Mrs. Phoebe M. Kolb spent several 
days in the Archives organizing the 
materials she has deposited there. This 
was a welcome service, increasing the 
usefulness of her collection of family and 
miscellaneous items. 

Registration of accessions: 

As I explained in my last report, I 
have been attempting to register in a 
loose-leaf accession record all record 
groups already on deposit and to as- 
sign classification numbers to these groups 
at the same time. This has been the 
area of most noticeable progress in my 
work during the past year. To date I 
have registered and classified 218 acces- 
sions, and I hope to complete this task 
before Bro. Walter Oswald assumes his 
responsibilities. As I have done this 
work, I have prepared a very general 
catalog of the record groups on catalog 
cards, so that the location of the record 
groups may be determined easily. 

I expect to be in Goshen when Bro. 
Oswald arrives and to work closely with 
him as he orients himself in his new task. 
I trust that the work I have done during 
this past year and my availability for 
counsel may smooth the way for him. 

Respectfully, 
N. P. SprinGcer 


A Query 


In the November, 1878, Herald of 
Truth, p. 190, appeared the paragraph 
below. 


‘Bro. Daniel E. Kinports and wife are 
residing in Keensburg, Wabash Co., II- 
linois. They desire that ministers travel- 
ling should call there and preach for 
them. We trust the brethren in Owen 
and Clay counties, Indiana, who live at 
no great distance, will take charge of this 
call and go and preach to the scattered 
flock of God the words of truth and right- 
eousness. There are also others in the 
vicinity besides Bro. Kinports and family 
who desire to receive instruction and en- 
couragement in the way of life.” 

Any information that readers can sup- 
ply concerning this community in Wabash 
County, Illinois, will be deeply appreci- 
ated by the editors of the MHB. One 
would assume that the Kinports fa-nily 
was Mennonite since they are requesting 
the services of Mennonite ministers. The 
mention of others in the area suggests 
that here may have been a small Men- 
nonite community. Who were these per- 
sons? From where did they come? 
there records of Mennonite 
preaching for them? 
these families?>—M. G. 
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An Ohio Mennonite 
Pioneer 


CLARENCE BASINGER 


Christian Z. Yoder was born in Mif- 
flin County, Pennsylvania, November, 
25, 1845. At the age of ten, he moved 
with his father and the rest of the family 
to Wayne .County, Ohio. In 1865 he 
became a member of the Oak Grove 
congregation where he served as an ac- 
tive member, deacon, and minister for 
the rest of his life. 

Deacon 1890-1904 

Minister 1904-1939 

President of Mennonite Board 

of Missions and Charities 1911-1920 

Chairman of Mission 

Committee 1920-1628 
He was also chairman of the Music Com- 
mittee of Mennonite General Conference 
for many years, and an active member in 
many other church-wide committees. 

Christian was frail as a child as the 
result of an illness, which he did not 
overcome until early manhood. This led 
him to take good care of his health, 
which was probably responsible for his 
long life. He was never a fluent speaker 
but his kindness and sincerity, as a re- 
sult of his long illness, won him many 
friends. Though jovial in his ways, 
Chrisiian was never frivolous. To him 
a job was a job to be done, never too 
large or too small. 

Even though he was a great church 
leader, he took time to serve his com- 
munity in daily life. Nor was his large 
family neglected. He taught his children 
how to work and brought them up with 
a thorough understanding of the Bible. 
Christian lived on a farm the greatest 
part of his life. It was not easy to raise 
a large family during a difficult period 
for agriculture. The depression years 
following the Civil War brought prices 
on farm products to a very low level. 
Christian was very efficient in his farm 
work and was able to supply his family’s 
needs at all times. 

He introduced new agricultural prac- 
tices in his community, such as the aboli- 
tion of fences, soilage system of farm 
management, underdraining, culture of 
vegetables and berries, and greenhouse 
culture. He organized a farmers’ group 
where farmers of his community could 
get together to help solve each other’s 
farming problems. Contributions were 
made by him to farm papers in that area. 
He was also influential in the location of 
the Ohio Argiculture Experiment Sta- 
tion at Wooster. Even though thorough 
education was not thought necessary in 
the early 1900's, Christian believed an 
education brought definite values to the 
church. For this reason he aided the 
cause of education, and was a member 
of the local school board. When persons 
were sick in the community, Christian 
would visit them and bring them words 
of comfort and cheer. If the neighbors’ 


crops failed, he would not hesitate to 
give of what he had. These contributions 
made him a true friend of the community. 

The Sunday school was introduced 
among the Amish as early as 1863. There 
was much opposition at first. There were 
very few teachers to teach the Sunday- 
school classes. Another objection was 
created by the American Sunday School 
Union, which, in order to popularize 
Sunday school, held picnics in the near- 
by woods where various games were 
played. Many brethren referred to them 
as “pagan celebrations held in the for- 
ests.” Others, as did C. Z. Yoder, realized 
the value of a Sunday school in training 
the young people to take an active part 
in the work of the church. 

When the first Sunday school was or- 
ganized in Wayne County in 1871, at the 
Oak Grove Church, there were three su- 
perintendents, one being C. Z. Yoder. 
Since there was a lack of German song 
leaders, these superintendents had to 
serve as choristers along with their other 
duties. They held their offices for a num- 
ber of years at a time. In 1890, on Octo- 
ber 18, C. Z. Yoder was given a Bible as 
a token for his nineteen years of faithful 
service as a superintendent of the Oak 
Grove Sunday school. The next Sunday 
was also an eventful one for Brother 
Yoder when he was chosen by lot and 
ordained deacon. 

The Oak Grove Young People’s Meet- 
ing grew out of a “singing.” A member 
from another church ordered new hym- 
nals for his congregation and asked 
Christian to help the young people to 
learn these songs. At first the meetings 
were held in the Paradise Church but 
were later moved to the Oak Grove 
church building. After the “singing” 
3rother Yoder would give a short ser- 
monette on a Mennonite doctrine. There 
was always a great interest among the 
young people because these meetings 
were held in English.. 

In his early years C. Z. Yoder nearly 
always gave the children’s review. When 
the Oak Grove Church was rebuilt in 
1905, the primary department was moved 
to the basement. However, the transfer 
was not made complete until two or three 
years later. There was one chief objec- 
tion for moving the primary department 
to the basement among several of the 
older people. They wanted to hear the 
children’s review by C. Z. Yoder. 

C. Z. Yoder was sought as a speaker 
for both young and old in many surround- 
ing communities and in Mennonite com- 
munities all over the United States and 
Canada. He served his church at large 
as an evangelist. Stories, articles, and 
editorials were written by him in the 
church papers because he considered it 
his duty and also a means of witnessing 
for his Lord. His book reviews for the 
Oak Grove Library made reading a 
pleasant leisure-time activity for many. 
When the first Ohio State Sunday School 
Conference was held at the Salem Church 
in Wayne County, September 4, 5, and 


6, 1895, C. Z. Yoder was elected as one 
of the secretaries. His most valued con- 
tribution to fellowship meetings was a 
devotional and inspirational song service. 

His development of the young peo- 
ple’s Bible meeting gave the younger 
people the value of inspirational group 
singing as well as a place to take their 
“dates.” They had something to do and 
could actively participate in the church 
service as a group or as individuals. This 
brought out the leadership ability of 
many who went on to teach classes in 
Sunday school or to become officers in 
the church’s work. A more thorough 
knowledge of the Bible and its truths was 
gained from these meetings. Mission 
stations grew, as teachers who studied 
the Bible realized the need around them. 
Souls cannot be saved when there are no 
teachers to teach the unbelievers that 
Jesus Christ is their Saviour. Through 
C. Z. Yoder, young people were taught 
the Bible so that they in turn could teach 
those who did not believe or know Him. 

The end of his great work came in 
1939, at the age of 94 years, 11 days. 
A brief illness of 36 hours, believed to 
be a heart attack, took him to eternal 
glory. Dalton, Ohio. 


Work of Mennonite 


Research Foundation 


Among the projects completed by 
the Research Foundation during the 
year was the study of Mennonite In- 
come and Giving during 1951. A 
summary of the findings appeared in 
the Gospel Herald, May 26, 1953. 

The History of the Relief Work 
of the Mennonite Church, by G. F. 
Hershberger, is now completed in 
manuscript and will be sent to the 
printers during the present school 
year. 

During the year, work was con- 
tinued on the 1950 Mennonite Fami- 
ly Census. The three projects com- 
pleted were “Age Distribution of the 
Members of the Mennonite Church 
in 1950,” “The Population of Men- 
nonite Communities in 1950,” and 
“The Educational Level of the Mem- 
bers of the Mennonite Church in 
1950.” The current study is a survey 
of the problems and the practices of 
Mennonite businesses and_ indus- 
tries. 


Correction Notes 


The birth year of Benjamin Gerig was 
1842 and not 1824 as incorrectly reported 
on page 5 of the January, 1954, M.H.B. 
In the same article the date of death of 
Mary (Gerig) Roth should have been 
given as 1884 instead of 1894. In “The 
Travel Notes of Jacob B. Mensch,” April, 
1954, page 3, column 2, the Jacob Berger 
to whom reference is made was Jacob 
Burkhart.—M. 





